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Institution Submitting Request: Utah State University 
Proposed Title: Restructuring of the Toxicology Graduate Programs  
Currently Approved Title:  Toxicology  
School or Division or Location: College of Agriculture and Applied Sciences 
Department(s) or Area(s) Location: Department of Animal, Dairy and Veterinary Sciences 
Recommended Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) Code1 (for new programs): 26.1004 
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SECTION NO. ITEM 
5.1.1  Minor* 
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5.2.1  Certificate of Proficiency*  
5.2.3  Graduate Certificate* 
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 Administrative Unit Transfer 
 Administrative Unit Restructure 
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5.4.2 
 New Center 
 New Institute 
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5.5.1  Out-of-Service Area Delivery of Programs 
5.5.2 
 Program Transfer 
X Program Restructure 
 Program Consolidation 
5.5.3  Name Change of Existing Programs 
5.5.4 
 Program Discontinuation 
 Program Suspension 
5.5.5 
 Reinstatement of Previously Suspended Program 
 Reinstatement of Previously Suspended Administrative Unit 
 
*Requires “Section V: Program Curriculum” of Abbreviated Template 
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I certify that all required institutional approvals have been obtained prior to submitting this request to the Office of the 
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Printed Name:  
  
                                                          
1 CIP codes must be recommended by the submitting institution.  For CIP code classifications, please see http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/Default.aspx?y=55.  
Program Request - Abbreviated Template 
Utah State University 
Restructuring of the Toxicology Graduate Programs  
9/5/2013 
 
Section I: Request 
 
This request is to offer MS and PhD degrees in toxicology within the Department of Animal, Dairy and 
Veterinary Sciences (ADVS). This is not a request for new toxicology graduate degrees because these 
graduate programs currently exist at Utah State University in the form of the Interdepartmental Toxicology 
Program (ITP). This request proposes a restructuring of the toxicology graduate programs starting with a 
discontinuation of the ITP program (a separate R401), and then continuation of the toxicology graduate 
programs under ADVS alone (this proposal). ADVS has been the USU department that has supported 
graduate training in toxicology the most and has graduated the majority of students in these programs.  
  
Section II: Need 
 
Toxicology is the scientific understanding of the harmful effects of natural and synthetic chemicals at all 
levels – whether large-scale environmental pollutants or small-scale carcinogens – that have an 
incremental effect over time. Students can focus their research on a wide variety of areas within the 
discipline of toxicology. A program in ADVS would be particularly strong in molecular, biomedical, and 
environmental toxicology.  Toxicology is considered a growth field, with continued strong employment 
opportunities for graduates in industry, service, and academia.  
   
A separate R401 has been submitted by the Colleges of Agriculture and Applied Sciences, Engineering 
and Science to discontinue the Interdepartmental Program in Toxicology, which currently offers MS and 
PhD degrees within the Departments of Animal, Dairy and Veterinary Sciences (ADVS); Plants, Soils, and 
Climate (PSC); Civil and Environmental Engineering (CEE), Biology (BIOL); and Chemistry & Biochemistry 
(CHEM). Upon a thorough review of the Interdepartmental Toxicology Program in 2012, it was determined 
that the Interdepartmental Toxicology Program no longer served its intended function as an 
“interdepartmental” program and it was therefore recommended for discontinuation.  Within the context of 
the discontinuation, and recognizing the importance and need to maintain a graduate program in toxicology 
at Utah State University, a further recommendation was that toxicology graduate degrees (MS and PhD) 
continue to be offered solely within ADVS. Since the inception of the Interdepartmental Toxicology Program 
in 1962, 47% of the 129 students in the program were in ADVS. From 2001-2012, 10 of the 12 students in 
the Interdepartmental Toxicology Program were in ADVS (see Table I below) and all students (2 PhD and 1 
MS) currently in the program are in ADVS. Also, ADVS offers a scholarship to a graduate student in 
toxicology.   
 
Existing toxicology courses are necessary besides supporting the toxicology graduate degrees since they 
are electives in the ADVS undergraduate Bioveterinary Science (Pre-Vet Program) and Biotechnology 
emphases, and are either electives or required courses in other departmental programs. 
 
 
 
 
 
Table I. Student Enrollment History in the Interdepartmental Toxicology Program 
 
 
 
College of Agriculture 
 
College of Science 
 
College of 
Engineering 
College of 
Natural 
Resources 
 
Year ADVS PSC NDFS BIOL CHEM CEE WILD Total 
1962-1970 0 1 0 1 8 0 0 10 
1971-1980 15 5 0 3 6 0 0 29 
1981-1990 24 0 2 12 11 0 1 50 
1991-2000 10 0 0 9 7 2 0 28 
2001-2012 10 0 0 1 1 0 0 12 
Total 
59 
(45.7%) 
6  
(4.6%) 
2  
(1.6%) 
26  
(20.1%) 
33 
(26.6%) 
2  
(1.6%) 
1  
(0.8%) 
129 
 
 
Section III: Institutional Impact 
 
There will be no course enrollments affected by adding toxicology as a stand-alone graduate degree 
program in ADVS. No new faculty will be needed to support the degree programs and to teach the currently 
offered courses. Graduate students who are currently in the Interdepartmental Toxicology Program can 
finish in that degree program or opt into the new degree program in ADVS. All new students accepted after 
the final approval of this R401 will enroll in the ADVS toxicology degree program. 
 
Section IV: Finances 
 
There will be no cost savings or additional expenses associated with housing the toxicology graduate 
degrees only in ADVS. ADVS will support the toxicology graduate degrees as it did when the degrees were 
under the umbrella of the Interdepartmental Toxicology Program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
